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ABSTRACTS

Study on Changes of China Family Households in Recent Years Guo Zhigang ° 2 °

This paper clarifies some concepts in family studies and attributed family change to interactions between population structure
and household formation patterns. The stem family patterns that steer family splitting may turn out more empty-nest families in
near future. T he analysis also shows that the influence of population change on the shrinkage of family size was weakening while the
influence of socio-economic development was enhancing. Moreover, the proportion of the elderly people living in empty-nest family
has dgnificantly increased, indicating that the degree of family splitting was growing. In addition the latest data show remarkable
increase for pseudo-three-genemtion households now, especially in the rural area reflecting quite large amount of old people and
children left at home after the prime labors migrated into cities. The paper also briefly discusses the impacts of population floating

on family split and fusion.

The Influence of Macroeconomic Factors on Labor Supply in China’ s Cities Ding Renchuan ° 11 °

Since China initiated its practice of market economy system, the labor participation rate diminished quickly in cities. In order to
explore the root causes of this phenomenon at macrscopic economic level the paper makes use of time series data containing infor-
mation on population, employment and macro economy to examine the influence of macroeconomic factors on temporal and lagged
labor supplys by employing factor analysis, regression analysis, vector auto-regression analysis. It concludes that the economic devel
opment level the transition of economic systems unemployment rate and increase of labor supply are main determinants of the re-

duction of labor participation rate.

Regional Change in China’ s Grain Production: Effects of Labor-land Ratio Off-farm Employment Oppor tunities and
Labor Compensation Lu Wencong MeiYan LiYuanlong ° 20 °

From the perspectives of regional differences in population and economic development, the paper investigates the regional
change and its causes in production of rice wheat and corn since 1978 by using spatial error model and panel data of 1978-2006 from
all Chinese provinces. T he em pirical results show that there exists an obvious regional correlation in Chinese grain production. A
production increase in a province can induce an output decline in its neighbours. Besides natural and technical factors the regional
differences in manrland relation, non agricultural employment and labour payment have significant effects on the regional grain pro-
duction in China which applies particularly to the production of rice and wheat. With growing differences in regional development,
China’ s grain production will be transferred to and concentrated in economically less developed areas with relatively rich arable land

per capita few opportunities for nonfarming employment and lower labour remuneration.

The Effects of Natural Population Growth Rate on Real Household Consumption in China Li Wenxing Xu Changsheng ° 29 °

Using time series dataand cointegration regression methods this paperempircally investigates the effects of natural population
growth rate on real household consumption in China over the period of 1952-2004. The results show that natural population growth
rate is significantly and positively correlated with real household consumption both in the long mun and in the short run. These re-
sults also suggest that the decline in natural population growth rate may be an important factor leading to the decline in the ratio of
real household consumption to real GDP in China in the long run, and the same is also true for the short mun. Now that the decline
in natural population growth rate is approaching the bottom of its trend, it will only have a limited impact on real household con

sumption in the near future.

Chind s Social Security Expenditure Level 1992 to 2006 Song Shiyun Li Chengling ° 38 °

Social security expenditure level is one of the im portant indicators to judge the socio-economic development level. Since 1992,
following the growth of China’ s economys the expenditure on the social security has also been growing steadily. How ever, com pared
with countries with social insurance patterns China’ s social security level is low; compared with the need of domestic social securt

ty, the social security level is not appropnate. The limited social security supply cannot meet the growth of social security need. Un-
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