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Rural Fee Reform and the Changing Relationship between State and Peasant
............................................................ Zhou Feizhou 1

Abstract This paper is exploring the Rural Fee Reform from 2002 and its effect on the
relationship between state and peasant. Based on the studies in 12 townships, 3 counties,
the author found that the basis of local govemment finance had been transformed from rural
fees and levies to inter-govemmental tranders and debts. This may cause some
fundamental changes in state-peasant relationship: the ties between local govemment and

peasant are becoming loose and the state power might start to retreat from rural societies.

Fiscal Decentralization and the Evolution of Sub-provincial Intergovernmental

Relations; A case study — --veereroeeosvnees e e Zhang Yanlong 39

Abstract: The influence of fiscal reform on central-provincial relations has long been the
focus of academic research. However little attention is paid to the chamge in sub-
provincial intergovernmental relations in the fiscal decentmalization process. Based on
newly released documents, this paper analyzes the sub-provincial fiscal reform in the
1980s and its influence on intergovernmental relations in a province. The paper finds out
that decentralized fiscal management system accelerated the differentiation of fiscal
interests and intensified the competitions over the share of fiscal revenue among tiers of
local governments. Meanwhile, local policy makers were dominated by their self-interest
condderations. Various policies and strategies were adopted to ensure sufficient fiscal
revenue needed by public service provision and government mnning. In this process,
different policy considerations could be distinguished in policies dealing with relations with

higher and lower govermments.

Multiculturalism: Rhetoric, politics and conceptualization
............................................................ Chao Kang 64

Abstract; “Multiculturalism” in contemporary Taiwan is essentially a rhetoric celebrating

fomal diversity and paradoxically an ideological agenda for nationbuilding. Vital issues
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