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for advancing the modernization of China's governance system and capacity.

Exploring Pathways for Ethnic Cultural Industries to Empower Rural
Revitalization under Developmental Social Policy: The Case of Yi
Embroidery

................................................................................................................................... Hou Ruoyi, Liu Aiyu 158

Abstract: Implementing the rural revitalization strategy requires exploring endogenous development
pathways. In response to the limitations of current intangible cultural heritage empowerment practices—
namely "individual inheritance protection" and "subsidized project support" models—in terms of
collectivity, industrial viability, and sustainability, this paper takes the industrialization of Yi embroidery in
Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province, as a case study. Using developmental social policy
theory as an analytical framework, it attempts theoretical construction and defines a systematic practice
paradigm—"the Chuxiong Model." The study finds that the essence of the "Chuxiong Model" is state-
led collaborative empowerment. Through systematic social investment by the government to consolidate
market foundations, enhancing the human capital of the "embroideress" group as the core driver, and
building a multi-actor collaborative governance network, the model successfully transforms dispersed
cultural resources into a large-scale specialty industry, ultimately achieving integrated development
of cultural heritage, economic growth, and social inclusion. The study shows that this model not only
provides practical reference for similar regions but also deeply explores the necessity of a "strong state" as
an initial driver in China's rural context and its evolutionary direction toward a "collaborator," enriching
and developing developmental social policy theory, and revealing the variability of the state's role across
different development stages. Finally, the paper discusses the policy implications and applicability

boundaries of the model.
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