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(FEHE FF)

From Indigenous Order to Modern Imperial Governance:The Transformation of
Kazakh Society under the Russian Empire

Patihaxi Talafubieke

ZHANG Zhe

Abstract: Taking Kazakh society under Russian imperial rule in the second half of the nineteenth century as a case study, this article examines

how indigenous tribal social order was reconstituted under conditions of imperial modernization, It argues that the profound transformation of Kazakh

society did not originate in Soviet—era social engineering, but began earlier during the Russian Empire’s transition from a traditional imperial formation
to a modern mode of imperial governance. As governing capacity expanded through adminisirative and judicial reorganization and the diffusion of a civ—
ilizational ideology,the empire intervened systematically in social orders previously embedded in nomadic production and tribal structures. Through
territorial administration, land regimes, and legal regulation , Kazakh society was incorporated into a system of governance characterized by measurabili—
ty, regulation, and state intervention. Theoretically, this article adopts the analytical perspective of “modern imperial governance” , emphasizing that an
empire is not a static form of governance based on local customs,but rather is transformed systematically through institutional reorganization and the

modernization of governance rationality, thereby deepening the historical and sociological understanding of the relationship between the transformation

of imperial types and the changes in the local secial structure.

Key words: Kazakh Society; Tribe Order; Russian Empire ; Modern Imperial Governance
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