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Discussion on the Issue of Chinese “Personality”: Taking Yan Jingshan and

Yang Kaidao’s Studies on Chinese Figures as Examples

Abstract: This paper examines the sociological reflections on “personality”
in 1930s China through the case studies of Yan Jingshan and Yang Kaidao’s
research on Chinese figures. Yan Jingshan’s bachelor’s thesis, A Study of the
Autobiography of a Recidivist in Beiping, employed case analysis to integrate
the Chicago School’s “autobiographical method” with Yang Kaidao’s localized
perspective, revealing the socio-cultural motivations behind criminal behavior.
It emphasized the dynamic shaping of individual personality by family, peers,
and social environment. Yang Kaidao, in his publication Renwu Yuekan
(Figures Monthly), proposed the concept of “Chinesedragon-style personality”,
arguing that an ideal personality should be like a dragon—adaptable to social
changes while maintaining traditional moral resilience. Their studies reflect
the intellectual dialogue between the Yenching School and the Chicago School,
providing a theoretical framework for understanding individual identity during
China’s transition from tradition to modernity. Their work remains influential in
contemporary Chinese sociological explorations of “personality”.

Keywords: personality, Chinesedragon-style personality, sociology of crime,

case study, socio-cultural transformation
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