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Peoples, Legends and Imaginaries of the World Between
Mountains and Seas: Gu Jiegang’ s Approach

WANG Ming-ming
( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; In his 1950 essay The Legend of Kunlun Mouniain and the Qiang and Rong Peoples, Mr. Gu
Jiegang proposed that a key prerequisite for the unification of the Qin and Han dynasties was the “imaginaries
of the world” that emerged during the Warring States period. These imaginaries, he argued, were made
possible by the unprecedentedly frequent interactions of ethnic groups and their mythologies, which occurred
between the Kunlun Mountains in the west and the ocean in the east starting from the Spring and Autumn
period. To substantiate his “ Antiquity Scepticism”, Gu defined the Three Dynasties in a somewhat biased
manner, portraying them as a period of some limited territory lacking world —scapes However, Gu actually
placed a great emphasis upon the procedural understanding of the historical transformation from separation to
union and from multiplicity to oneness. This article argues that Gu’ s procedural approach to ethnohistory is
particularly insightful. Tt is distinct from the Western model of “schismogenesis,” as its essential connotation
is a perspective of fusion. By reconstructing Gu’ s line of thought, this article points out that the importance of
The Legend of Kunlun Mountain and the Qiang and Rong Peoples lies in its brilliant presentation of the
dynamic interplay between the Huaxia civilization and its “Other. ” It demonstrates that the world imagination
of the “Self” is not only imbued with the spirit of its own time but also relies on the “Other. ” Thus, the study
of civilization is inseparable from frontier studies, and frontier studies, in turn, should pay closer attention to
the phenomenon of “interpenetration and amalgamation” among mountains and seas, peoples, and legends.

Key words: Gu Jiegang; The Legend of Kunlun Mountain and the Qiang and Rong Peoples; imaginaries

of the world; integration; the hierarchical and the inside—outside relationships
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