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A Multi-dimensional Exploration of Social Integration Practices Among Transnational
Young Immigrants: Based on Field Research in Yiwu
LU Jie—hua', CHEN Xuan—qi >, FAN Xin—guang’
(1.School of Population and Health, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872;
2.Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of deepening globalization, Yiwu has become an important settlement for transnational migrants
in China, and their process of social integration is marked by economic, social, and cultural complexity. Drawing on theories of
spatial assimilation and the production of space, this study investigates the spatial practices of transnational migrants in Yiwu
through participatory observation, semi—structured interviews, and policy text analysis. The findings reveal that migrants’ social
integration is multi—dimensional and dynamic: they create neighborhoods where “enclaves” and “mixed residence” coexist,
and they continuously shape residential, community, and family spaces through commercial networks and relational ties. However,
they still face structural constraints in terms of institutions and resources, while policy provision and service systems need to better
address migrants’ needs in policy accessibility, educational equity, and cultural inclusion. This study enriches empirical research
on emerging immigrant cities in China, extends the theoretical discussion on social integration from a spatial perspective, and offers
insights for local governments to improve transnational migrant governance and foster a pluralistic, coexistent urban space.

Keywords: Transnational migrants,Social integration,Production of spaces,Spatial assimilation
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