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Restoring the World with Customs: Stone Quarrying and Society in the Region of
Dashiwo in Fangshan District, Beijing JU Xi, ZHANG Qiaoni

In the current context of escalating crises, “restoration” has emerged as a core concern across disciplines. However,
most restoration proposals remain theoretical, with few empirical explorations rooted in everyday life. This study focuses
on the stone-quarrying region of Dashiwo in Fangshan District, Beijing, proposing a restoration framework centered on
“customary practices” as a methodological approach. Over its two-millennium history of quarrying, Dashiwo has been
dominated by state power in resource extraction, resulting in severe and sustained environmental degradation, while
laborers and artisans were subjected to systemic exploitation. Yet, through long-term settlement, the quarrying site
evolved not into a desolate wasteland but a habitable homeland. Drawing on field research, this paper traces Dashiwo’s
historical, institutional, and practical mechanisms of self-restoration: through agricultural cultivation, ancestral tomb
maintenance, festival gatherings, and other practices, local communities gradually restored soil, temporality, and social
bonds amid landscapes scarred by quarrying. In this process, stone — both a livelihood foundation and the axis of cosmic
order — embodied a “flesh-and-blood” medium that sustained the fourfold unity of heaven, earth, humans, and deities.
Dashiwo’ s self-restoration demonstrates that when theoretical rationality and global perspectives falter in addressing
contemporary crises, reviving the concept of “customary practices” — prioritizing the natural world over human
intervention and listening over documentation — opens pathways for sustainable restoration.

Key words: customs; restoration; dwelling; Beijing Dashiwo

Between Civilization and Terroir: Two “Exoduses” in the Early Career of Franz Boas ZHANG Lisheng
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, Franz Boas, who had just entered the American anthropological
community, worked for over ten years in museums. During this period, he challenged the evolutionary framework in
mainstream American anthropology and ethnology at that time, with a view of cultural relativism rooted in the German
ethnological tradition. Boas demonstrated through his museum practice that the purpose of an anthropological museum is
not to restate a hierarchical order of civilization, but to showcase the interaction and connection between a culture and its
surroundings. The museum practice in the early career of Boas laid the theoretical foundation for the paradigm shift in
American anthropology.
Key words: Franz Boas; Museum Anthropology; cultural evolutionism ; cultural relativism

Cultural Contact and Identity Construction in Heritage Spaces: A Dual Case Study of

Kashgar Old City and Qingzhou Ancient Town XU Feng, DONG Yujie

Heritage spaces are important platforms for cultural interaction between tourists and heritage destinations,
facilitating tourists’ cultural identity formation towards these heritage sites. The mechanisms underlying cultural contact
and identity formation among tourists, local communities, and heritage destinations merit thorough examination. Using
case studies of Kashgar Old City and Qingzhou Ancient Town, this study explores how authenticity and immersive
experiences influence tourists’ cultural contact and identity formation during their visits. The findings highlight that
authenticity and immersive experiences shape tourists’ perceptions in the context of the experience economy. Differences
in cultural backgrounds between tourists and heritage destinations significantly influence their experiences and the specific
mechanisms involved. In heterogeneous cultural contexts, cultural contact significantly enhances tourists’ immersive
experiences, whereas in homogeneous cultural contexts authenticity primarily shapes tourists’ experiences and
perceptions in heritage spaces. Additionally, interactions between tourists and local communities effectively reduce
psychological distance, simultaneously promoting cultural reproduction and strengthening local identity in heritage
destination development. The research clarifies the distinct roles of authenticity and immersive experiences in different
cultural contexts. It also emphasizes the importance of host-guest interactions for sustainable heritage tourism
management and cultural identity construction. These insights offer valuable guidance for heritage space development and
tourism planning.
Key words: heritage space; heritage tourism; cultural contact; cultural identity; the experience economy

The Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Production of New Cultural
Spaces in Urban Areas: A Case Study of Xuanfu Xiang in Jining ZHANG Zhaolin

The production of new cultural spaces in urban areas is the result of joint efforts of multiple forces, which can not only meet
the spiritual and cultural needs of urban residents but also create a favorable environment for the inheritance and development of
traditional culture. New cultural spaces are an effective vehicle for intangible cultural heritage to integrate into the urbanizing lives



