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RESEARCH ON THE PARTY’S INNOVATIVE THEORIES

Original Aspiration and Mission: The Construction of the Communist Party of China’s New Theoreti-

cal Paradigm of Political Parties 12
Wang Yang & Guo Linlin

Abstract: The relationship between the state and society serves as a fundamental perspective for analyzing mod-
ern politics. It also remains a dominant paradigm in the development of Western party theories. However, this
state-society framework is rooted in the historical evolution of Western societies and therefore exhibits limited
adaptability when applied to the peculiarities of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and China’s political sys-
tem. While Marxist party theory transcends the dualistic opposition inherent in traditional frameworks, it may
still be critiqued for its reductionistic approach and its substituting class analysis for micro-level individual anal-
ysis. By integrating Marxist party theory with the realities of Chinese-style modernization and traditional Confu-
cian ethical governance, the CPC has developed, in practice and grounded in China’s national mission and the
cultivation of human character, a party-building system grounded in the “original aspiration” and an organiza-
tional framework guided by “mission.” This has achieved a theoretical paradigm shift in party theory, character-
ized by the interplay of “original aspiration and mission.” These two elements constitute a defining feature of
China’s new type of party system and offer a fresh perspective for accurately understanding the Communist Par-

ty of China.

Keywords: state-society relations, original aspiration and mission, new-type party system, Communist Party of

China

FEATURE TOPIC I: THE MARITIME CHINA
Restoring “China with the Seas” 27
Wang Mingming

Abstract: This paper begins by citing a story from Record of the Listener to illustrate China’s maritime connections
with the outside world during the Song and Yuan dynasties. The similarities and differences between this 12th-
century Chinese tale and the 18th-century Western novel Robinson Crusoe may shed light on where the compara-

tive conceptions of Chinese and Western maritime merchants originate. The paper proceeds to critique the cliche
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of “nonmaritime China” and elucidate the significance of restoring the idea of “China with the Seas.” The paper
points out that, under the dual influences of the Western “piracy of the sea” and Eastern self-localization (i.e., the
“Oceanization of the sea”), the restoration of “China with the Seas” faces numerous challenges, particularly the
entrenched cognitive inertia to view land and sea, past and present, and China and the West in binary opposi-
tion. To overcome this inertia, we should rediscover existing materials and ideas related to “relationship” and

“communication,” and find new insights in them through reinterpretation.

Keywords: maritime commerce, Southeast coastal areas, history of China-foreign communication, Pacific Rim,

world imagination
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Ma Guoging

Abstract: The ocean, with its mobility, connectivity, and transregionality, has played a significant role in the for-
mation and development of Chinese civilization. The “trans-regional social system” serves as a crucial entry
point to understanding the mobility of maritime China. Traditionally, China has long adopted a historical narra-
tive centered on “Land China,” neglecting the issues concerning coastal ethnic groups . However, regions such as
East China’s coastal regions and South China’s coastal regions have historically formed trans-regional social sys-
tems through livelihood connections, commercial trade, the spread of beliefs, and migration. This has turned Chi-
na’s surrounding seas into important spaces connecting Northeast Asia, South China, and Southeast Asia, foster-
ing cultural interaction and economic exchanges. In this process of maritime mobility and cultural exchanges, a
transnational Chinese cultural community and a trans-oceanic tributary system, represented by the Ryukyu
Kingdom, emerged. This study is of great significance for promoting the research on the historical and cultural
values of the maritime China, explore the operational mechanisms of a harmonious yet diverse maritime society
and culture, and promote the construction of the Maritime Silk Road and a community with a shared future for

mankind.

Keywords: maritime China, trans-regional social system, transnational Chinese cultural community, tributary

system, Chinese culture
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The Year of 546 BC: A Machine-learning Approach to the Historical Periodization of the the Spring
and Autumn and Warring States Period 64

Meng Ke

Abstract: Traditional research on the periodization of the Spring and Autumn period and the Warring States peri-

od has often focused on landmark events, emphasizing static markers while neglecting the dynamic mechanisms



