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Unity in Diversity: A Chinese Plan for High—Quality Development of the Silver Economy

under the Orientation of “Investing in People”
LU Jiehua, GUO Rongrong

Abstract Taking “investing in people” as the policy orientation for promoting the high—quality develop-
ment of the silver economy not only helps to break through the current impasses and dilemmas faced by the
silver economy from the perspective of practice and development, but also provides a conceptual guide for in-
tegrating “investing in material assets” and “investing in people” into aging policies and for enriching and
improving the toolkit of aging policies. To this end, this article first elaborates on the background, basic con-
notation, and dual attributes of “investing in people”, as well as positive effects that can foster a virtuous cy-
cle between economic development and livelihood improvement; second, it analyzes the historical mission,
basic characteristics, and the unique evolution of China’s silver economy, and thereby discusses the rational-
ity for adopting “investing in people” as its policy orientation; finally, based on clarifying both the similari-
ties and differences in the development of the silver economy between China and other countries or regions
that experienced aging earlier, and taking into account effective international practical experience, it propos-
es the overall requirements and specific paths for promoting the high—quality development of the silver econo-
my under the orientation of “investing in people”.

Key words investing in people; high—quality development of the silver economy; dual mission; internation-
al experience; Chinese plan
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