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the people’ s history followed the intellectual currents of the late Qing “New Historiography, ” and preceded the rise of
the historical materialism. Through empirical folklore research, Gu and his collaborators examined popular
culture and life of the common people, and thereby opened a new path for the construction of people’s history.
Unlike the historical materialist school, which focused on the history of the people’s oppression and collective
resistance within the framework of class struggle, the efforts of Gu and the others to construct people’s history
were carried out along the path of a historiographical revolution, advancing the people’s history movement by a
significant step.

Key words: Gu Jiegang; Miaofeng Mountain pilgrimage survey; people’s history; new historical sources

From Faith—Based Unity to the Integration of Family and Nation: The Historical Evolution of the

Collectivist Spirit in the Miaofeng Mountain Temple Fair ZHANG Qingren

Gu Jiegang highly praised the collectivist spirit of the Miaofeng Mountain Temple Fair, describing it as “the
lifeblood of national strength and the prototype of a modern state.” The collectivist spirit of the traditional Miaofeng
Mountain Temple Fair primarily manifested in three dimensions: the identification of worshippers with the identity of the
“good person” , the mutual support and shared pilgrimage journey, and the ritual-enhanced collective identity, all of
which exhibited a cultural connotation of the integration of family and nation. Following the profound social changes
brought about by the reform and opening up, the soil for the collectivist spirit was eroded, prompting a symbolic
transformation of this spirit. In the context of the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, which has altered the
survival environment of folk culture, multiple stakeholders — including the Miaofeng Mountain Management
Committee, the incense society, local governments, and the public — have engaged in the inheritance of the Miaofeng
Mountain Temple Fair, reshaping its collectivist spirit. This process has facilitated the transformation of the Temple Fair
from a faith-based unity within the regional society to an integrated concept of family and nation in the new era, thus
shaping the current form of the Miaofeng Mountain Temple Fair.
Key words: Miaofeng Mountain Temple Fair; collectivism; faith-based unity; integration of family and nation

Returning to “Fengtu”: Reconstructing a Perspective for Comparative Civilizational Studies ZHANG Fan

Since the late Qing period, Chinese scholars have gradually adopted modern ethnographic theories in their attempts
to understand the rapidly shifting domestic and international relations and to formulate new national theories. This led to
the formation of a new way of observing the world. Taking texts such as Fengtu Record of Shenzhou, Fengtu
Observations of the Nanyang, and Fengtu Record of the Shuibai Y7 as examples, this paper analyzes the transformation
through which the modern ethnographic tradition replaced the older tradition of fengtu records. It argues that this shift
established a positivist, scientific mode of observation that became an effective tool for nation-building during a specific
historical period. As China increasingly becomes a central force in shaping a new global order, it is necessary to return to
the fengtu-based mode of rianzia (all-under-heaven) observation. Doing so can enrich our imagination of the world and
reassert the comparative civilizational perspective embedded in the concept of fengtu, thereby expanding the horizons of
modern Chinese ethnographic writing as well as regional and civilizational studies.

Key words: Fengtu records; ethnography; fengtu; civilization

Mountains and Society: From the Perspective of Seasonal Festivals at the Foot of

Jizu Mountain in Yunnan Province SHU Yu

The dragon dance and Buddha-welcoming ceremony in mid-spring and the Torch Festival in late summer constitute
the grandest seasonal festivals in the rural society at the foot of Jizu Mountain in Yunnan Province throughout the year.
The dragon dance and Buddha-welcoming ceremony is related to sowing and gestation, emphasizing the significance of
“water” which symbolizes favorable weather and abundant harvests; the Torch Festival, on the other hand, is associated
with growth, nurturing, and harvest, highlighting the significance of “fire” which is believed to exorcise evil and avert
disasters. The collective vegetarian diet during the Buddha-welcoming period shows an obvious anti-sacrifice
orientation, while the sacrifice of livestock is an indispensable ritual part of the Torch Festival. The reason why these
two festivals present different forms lies in the complex aspects of Jizu Mountain, which is not only a famous Buddhist
mountain but also a natural landscape. By exploring the relationship between the mountain and society from the
perspective of seasonal festivals, the seasonal festivals at the foot of Jizu Mountain present two different forms of dealing
with the relationship between mountains and society, and the relationship between the mountain and its foot is unfolded
through different interaction modes.
Key words: seasonal festivals; mountains; society; sacrifice; social morphology



