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Identity Conflict and Neighborhood Effect in Nation—Building: The
Challenge of Ethnic Integration with the Malay Muslims in Thailand

ZHANG Zhe', LIU Yu-di’
(1. Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China ;2. Institute of
Area Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract:In Thailand’ s nation—building process, most minority groups eventually accepted the state’ s
integration policies, embracing “Thainess” to varying degrees. However, Malay Muslims have consistently
resisted full identification with the Thai nation. By comparing the identity transformation and integration of
other major minority groups in Thailand, this article argues that the integration crisis of Malay Muslims is the
result of multiple factors. In addition to the widely discussed political grievances arising from economic
inequality and forced assimilation, we place greater emphasis on the identity conflict triggered by Thailand’ s
narrow definition of “Thainess” and the negative neighborhood effect exerted by Malaysia. The paper argues
that the Thai state’ s overly exclusive and hierarchical definition of Thainess, combined with Malaysia’ s
ambiguous and fluctuating stance toward the political struggles of its ethnic kin across the border, has
significantly shaped the integration difficulties with Malay Muslims.

Key words : Nation—building; ethnic Integration; Thainess; Malay Muslim
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