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On the Mechanism of Rural Public Culture Revitalization
from the Perspective of Interaction Ritual Chains
WU Yue LU Yunfeng

Abstract: The revitalization of rural public culture plays an important role in the process of rural
revitalization. Previous studies focused on structural elements, while this paper explores the underlying
mechanisms. From the perspective of interaction ritual chains, this study takes the public interaction rituals (temple
rituals and auditorium rituals) in Qiao village, northern Zhejiang Province as a case study, revealing two interrelated
mechanisms driving rural public culture revitalization: First, the collective effervescence generated through
interaction rituals creates emotional energy and membership symbols that foster group solidarity through mutual
attentional engagement and emotional resonance. However, such solidarity tends to be short-term and localized.
Second, the ritual solidarity market is built upon these interaction rituals, enabling different rituals to generate
long-term, holistic solidarity through chain-like circulation and feedback. This mechanism operates through three
interdependent processes: the survival of the fittest in the interaction market, the collective rationality of emotional
energy, and the symbolic alignment of membership symbols. It can be argued that the key to rural public culture
revitalization lies in strengthening the village’s comprehensive public vitality through the diversity of interaction
ritual chains, while simultaneously restoring collective public consciousness through their interconnectivity.
Ultimately, this dual approach establishes enduring social solidarity at the village level.

Keywords: Rural Public Culture; Interaction Ritual Chain; Collective Effervescence; The Market for
Ritual Solidarity
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