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Structural Tensions between Education and Nation-Building .
A Comparative Analysis of the United States, Turkey, and Kazakhstan

7ZHANG Zhe! Patihaxi Talafubieke’

(1. Peking University, Department of Sociology, Beijing 100871 ; 2. Zhejiang Univesity,
Department of Sociology, Zhejiang, Hangzhou 310058)

[ Abstract ] As a key institutional instrument of nation-building, education functions not only as a
means of knowledge transmission but also as a central mechanism through which states shape national identity
and social cohesion via curricula, socialization processes, and historical-cultural narratives. Since the turn of
the twenty-first century, states of different types have increasingly confronted new challenges of identity
reconstruction and social integration. Focusing on how education participates in contemporary nation-building,
this article conducts a comparative analysis of three representative cases: the United States, Turkey, and
Kazakhstan. The findings indicate that in the United States, education has continuously oscillated between
multiculturalism and unified national identity, with curricula and historical narratives becoming highly
politicized , thereby weakening education’ s capacity to integrate national identity. In Turkey, frequent shifts
in education policy driven by political change, together with persistent contestation between secularism and
religious nationalism, have undermined the stability of identity formation. By contrast, Kazakhstan has
pursued a more cautious balancing strategy between national revival and ethnic inclusion through gradual
reforms, trilingual education, and the reconstruction of historical narratives. The comparative analysis
demonstrates that education in nation-building can function either as a critical institutional linkage for fostering
social consensus or, when excessively politicized, as a mechanism that amplifies identity divisions. lts effects
depend largely on the continuity of education policy, institutional stability, and the manner in which diversity
and unity are negotiated. Through a typological comparative approach, this study contributes to research on the
relationship between education and nation-building and offers an international comparative perspective for
promoting the strengthening of the consciousness of the Chinese national community through education in the
new era.

[ Key words ]| Nation-building; National identity ; Nationalism; Secularism; Multiculturalism
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