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From Dualism to Unity; The Third Front Construction in Southwest
China and the Making of the Chinese National Community from a
Historical Human Ecology Perspective

ZHANG Fan
( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Constructing the narrative of the Chinese national community requires moving beyond previous
historical narratives that portrayed ethnic minorities as economically underdeveloped and politically passive.
This article takes the Third Front construction in the ethnic regions of Southwest China as a case study.
Departing from the historical human ecology perspective, the article emphasizes industrialization as a dual
process of social and material production, examines the impact on social relations and spatial patterns through
industrialization and urbanization, and further challenges the binary frameworks of modern — tradition,
dominance-dependence and nature —culture. It argues that the Third Front construction integrated all ethnic
groups into a unified industrial landscape, transforming multiple ethnic narratives into a cohesive working—
class narrative, thereby developing a narrative of the Chinese national community in which all ethnic groups
participate as active subjects.

Key words: the Third Front construction; historical human ecology; Chinese National Community;
Southwest China
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