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Urban—Rurality : Exploring the Mental Order of

Urban—-Rural Integrating Society
WU Yue SUN Yiwei

Abstract: This paper, drawing on Fei Xiaotong’s theory of urban—rural mental order,
proposes the concept of “urban—rurality” to depict the ideal mental order generated
through the adaptation within the integrated urban—rural society, aiming to resolve
the dualistic structure between “modernity—urbanity” and “tradition—rurality”. Studies
have found that in traditional China, cities and rural areas maintained a continuous
and unified relationship, which was reflected at the mental level in shared local
views, life outlooks, and worldviews among urban and rural residents. These
corresponded to the integration of urban and rural areas, family and career, and
humanity and nature respectively. These three dimensions have both inherited and
transformed in the current process of urban—rural integration, collectively constituting
the historical foundation and practical form of the new—era mental order.
Keywords: urban—rural integration, mental order, ecological order, urban—rural
relation, urban—rurality
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