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When Sociology Confronts History

Abstract: Sociological historical research has learned a lot from history, but there

are visible differences in their ways of thinking. This can be observed from their

@O Kane, D. & Park, J. M., “The Puzzle of Korean Christianity Geopolitical Networks and
Religious Conversion in Early Twentieth-Century East Asia”, American Journal of Sociology,
2009, 115(2): 365-404.

(@ Ermakoff, I., “Causality and History: Modes of Causal Investigation in Historical Social
Sciences”, Annual Review of Sociology, 2019, 45: 581-606. % 5| H Political # i & . ( W R
i pi sk SRE R R M AR ), 2023 4F 11 A 24 H, https://mp.weixin.qq.com/
s/2P8DaMDyUGgEckzuvU3LqQ.
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motivation to treat historical facts: to regard the presentation of historical materials
as a conclusion or evidence to explore opinions; Whether the question points to the
interpretation of truth or theoretical explanation; The focus of analysis is mainly
on particularity or generality; Whether to distinguish the levels of causality, such
as special causality and general causality, in order to find a more basic, long-term
and systematic causality, due to the sociological researcher usually determines its
methods by subject issue, the above differences mainly come from the differences
in research objectives of the two disciplines, and less from the differences in
methods.

Keywords: Sociology, History, Research objectives, Way of thinking
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