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The Basic Theoretical System of Sociology with Chinese Characteristics

On the Construction of the Basic Theoretical System of Sociology with Chinese

CRATACLETISHICS  +++ v errerrereenennenerrerteneeterettereeeiearenaeneenennans Xie Lizhong 1

Abstract: The basic theoretical system of sociology refers to that part of the discipline that provides
the theoretical foundation for all research fields within sociology thereby ensuring the stable
existence of the entire discipline. The “Chinese characteristics” of this basic theoretical system can
derive both from the geographically specific nature of the empirical materials it relies on and from the
discourse-specific features of the terminology it employs. There are at least four fundamental
approaches to constructing this “basic theoretical system of sociology with Chinese characteristics”.
In terms of its content structure this system should encompass at least four components: individual
action theory interpersonal interaction theory social structure and operation theory and social
change theory. Using this content structure as a framework we can follow one of the aforementioned
approaches and through the continuous interaction between theoretical and empirical research

ultimately establish several distinct schools or paradigms of basic sociological theory with Chinese

characteristics which may differ in theoretical orientation and possess their own unique features.

The Logic of Reconstruction in Chinese Sociology——The Actual Construction and
the Ought-to-be Direction of an Autonomous Knowledge System
........................................................................... Zhou Xiaohong 23

Abstract: As an intellectual consequence of and a response to China’s modernization under the
shaping of the Party and the state the ongoing reconstruction of Chinese sociology has drawn on
theories and methods of Western sociology particularly American sociology to address the growing

demands and emerging issues in Chinese society. While making intellectual contributions to this great
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