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The Position of “Si” in the Differential

Mode of Association

ZHOU Feizhou KONG Xiangrui

Abstract: This paper re—examines the meaning of “si” and its position in the
differential mode of asscociation (chaxugeju) through a discussion of “si qin” (private
kinship) and “si zun” (private respect) in mourning apparel studies. The study
reveals that in Confucian social thoughts, “si” does not merely denote the self nor
carry purely negative connotations. Rather, it signifies relationships of secondary
importance that must yield when in conflict with core relationships. The counterpart
of “si” is not “gong” (public), but rather the father—son relationship or “tongti”
(corporal unity) relationship. The key criterion for determining whether a relationship
is “si” lies in whether it is recognized as kin or accorded respect by the father.
Relationships with parents and those sharing corporal unity with the father form the
core and axis of the differential mode of association. The principles of kinship and
respect, as well as the emotions of affection and reverence emanating from these
relationships, constitute the true source of “extending from self to others.”
Keywords: si, corporal unit, tongii, the differential mode of asscociation, mourning
apparel
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