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derived hierarchical structures. Workers embedded in an open operational commercial systems
perpetually engage in self-regulation and self-transformation under established relationships, rules
and frameworks. Driven by profit imperatives and data logic, the control mechanisms which
modulate personalized, flexible and highly uncertain labor process facilitate the emergence of self-

alienating and self-exploiting subjects.

Primary-Level Governance with Chinese Characteristics

Incomplete Obligations and Responsibility Boundaries; The Logic of Gradual
Elimination of “Buck-Passing” «+«++stseeeeeeereeaees Wang Yuanteng & Yan Jun 91

Abstract: The phenomenon of “buck-passing” often arises under “incomplete” institutional
arrangements of obligations, yet current theoretical exploration of its underlying mechanisms remains
insufficient. Drawing upon ideal types of moral identity recognition among obligation-holders, this
study constructs a set of theoretical models of incomplete obligations: a payoff-decision model and
strategy combinations. Using the demarcation of educational responsibility for migrant children as a
case, it analyzes the gradual elimination process of “buck-passing” between sending and receiving
regions. The findings reveal that incomplete obligations manifest contextually in dimensions such as
identity attribution, scope of obligations, and modes of fulfillment, exhibiting non-linear relationship
with “buck-passing” dynamics. Based on moral identity recognition, actors strategically weigh
institutional returns, spill-over returns, and associated costs to decide whether to act on obligation
fufillment. This research extends the theoretical understanding of institutional incompleteness and

the concept of “incomplete obligations” have their potential for development.

Overload of Grassroots Responsibilities; An Analytical Framework of Dual-Layer Risk

Transformation eeeeceesestesessesees et tecestestesceserestestrsessasnanns ZhOLL Yiran 115

Abstract: This study investigates the structural origins of overloaded grassroots responsibilities by
taking the safety responsibilities in primary and secondary schools as an example. Based on the
interaction among the state, grassroots units, and the public, a “dual-layer risk transformation”
analytical framework is constructed. The research reveals that the overloaded grassroots
responsibilities stem from two layers of risk transformation; first, the “accident risk—social risk”

transformation between the state and the public, which is determined by the boundaries of state

responsibility and vertical institutional linkages; second, the “social risk—accountability risk”
transformation between the state and grassroots units, which is contingent upon accountability

orientation types and information symmetry levels. When both layers demonstrate high transformation
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efficiency, the three types of risks become tightly coupled, invalidating conventional blame
avoidance strategies and compelling grassroots units to adopt overloaded responsibility fulfillment

models.
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The Construction of “Visibility” ; The Central-Local Interactions and the Change of
Government-Enterprise Relations in Statistical Data Production

................................................... Hu ZhqulOng & Zhu ]ianghuafeng 137

Abstract: Economic statistics play a central role in the national economic governance, yet
sociological research in this area remains insufficient. While China’s economic data quality has
significantly improved through institutional reforms, including “regular services statistics programs”
and “ unified regional GDP accounting mechanism” , local governments still retain potential
involvement in statistical data production. This paper examines county-level economic statistical
practices through the lens of “visibility construction”, revealing that top-down statistical reforms

¢

from the central government aim to establish enterprise-facing “visibility” by circumventing local
governments’ influence ; local governments cope with this through interactions with enterprises and
using “number techniques”. The central government, local governments and enterprises jointly

«

construct the “visibility” in the field of statistics. This process has enhanced enterprises’ bargaining

¢

power, which has further expanded the scope for “negotiated win-win cooperation” within the

“interest alliance” between governments and enterprises.
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Consumption Relationship ««+++sreeeserreeesrmrmmnniieniiin, Wei Qingong 159

Abstract: The role of urban housing prices in China’s persistent household consumption dilemma
has long been a contentious academic issue. Using big data from e-commerce platforms, this study
shows that during China’s housing market transition from 2013 to 2017, rising housing prices
significantly suppressed consumption and exacerbated consumption disparities. It further explores
under the perspective of soial transition theory and reveals how the land finance regime shapes the
housing price-consumption relationship through dual social mechanisms; First, the mutual
reinforcement of land finance and housing prices increased household debt and savings due to
widespread housing demand, and thereby distorts the housing price-consumption relationship.
Second, the structural imbalance arising from land finance’s decoupling from public welfare

development intensifies this distortion. These findings offer theoretical and empirical insights for
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