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Rethinking Multiple Overlapping Social Forms and New Publicness in the Digital Era
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Abstract: The widespread application of new technologies such as big data and artificial intelligence
is propelling human society into the digital era. Chinese modernization represents a “parallel-track ”
process of overlapping development where multiple social forms coexist contemporaneously within
China. This manifests distinctive characteristics: highly compressed time synthetically integrated
practices highly resonant risks and rapid institutional-cultural flux. Against this backdrop
examining the core integrative value of “new publicness ” in contemporary Chinese society
understanding relational dynamics among pluralistic actors in digital society grasping its unique
attributes and deciphering social integration logics amidst interwoven social formations become
crucial. This analytical endeavor is vital for advancing Chinese modernization on the new journey
while simultaneously highlighting the urgency of epistemological renewal in Chinese sociology.
Responding to the imperative of constructing Chinese autonomous knowledge system this paper
proposes to practice the sociological methodological path of “seeking knowledge from reality ”
( congshigiuzhi) proposed by Fei Xiaotong in advancing with the times. Tt thereby explores
theoretical paradigm innovation for sociology with Chinese characteristics and address epochal

challenges in China’ s societal development.

Digital Ecology: Conceptual Origins and Construction

------------------------------ Qiu Zeqi Qiao Tianyu Song Jie & Zhang Pingwen 21

Abstract: Applying an ecological perspective to understand digitalization has become widely

recognized in numerous studies and practices. However understanding of the digital ecology
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remains diverse and ambiguous with the use of the ecological concept often being metaphorical.
Through a review and analysis of related concepts and terminology this paper constructs the concept
of digital ecology by adapting fundamental ecology principles from four dimensions: relevant elements

actors interconnections-interactions-interdependencies evolutionary processes. It posits that digital
ecology which interacts with natural and social ecological systems maintains relative independence.
It is a holistic dynamic system characterized by multiple levels structures and forms shaped by the
interconnection and interaction of mulitiple entities and interrelated elements which depend on

copperate with and conflict with one another. Constructing a balanced and prosperous digital ecological

system is crucial to the prospects of China’s development and the collective progress of humanity.
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The End of Departments: Technological Substitution and Task Transformation
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Abstract: Since the 18th CPC National Congress the Party and government institutional reforms
have adopted overarching approach centered on the larger government departments leading to the
consolidation or abolition of many functional departments. Explaining “the end of departments” is
an important issue in organizational studies. Taking the organizational transformation in migrant
population management in Guangzhou over the past four decades as a case study this paper
comprehensively traces the trajectory of local government departments in this field from their
emergence and institutionalization to their eventual consolidation. An innovative analytical
framework is developed along the dimensions of technology and tasks. The study reveals that as
governance tasks shift from regulation to service provision the logic of efficient completion of
specific tasks supersedes departmental logic. Supported by interactive big data platforms and Apps

comprehensive platform-based organizations emerge. Functional departments responsible for singular

service tasks face the potential for abolition or consolidation.

Dividend Disparities and Organizational Disorder: A Study on Grassroots Smart

Justice from the Perspective of Technology-Organization Co-construction

.............................................................................. Zhang Qichen 65

Abstract: The phenomenon of organizational disorder following technological adoption warrants
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